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SUBJECT: MEDIA COVERAGE: AMBASSADOR HAISTB'S MEETING 
WITH PRESIDE KT I Al CANDIDATE KUGO CHAVEZ 

REFERENCE: CARACAS 2912 (C) 

1. SWfflARY: AHBASSADBR BAISIO'S 9/25 BREAKFAST MEETING 
WITH VENEZUELAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE HUGO CHAVEZ 
KEF TED AF1RACTEB CONSIDERABLE MESIA ATTENTION. CHAVEZ. 
WHO CURRENTLY LEADS VENEZUELAN PUBLIC OPINION POLLS, IS 
INELIGIBLE FOR A U.S. VISA BECAUSE OF HIS ROLE AS LEADER 
Df AN UNSUCCESSFUL 1992 COUP. AMBASSADOR' S INFORMAL 

PRESS CONFERENCE F 01 LOVING FNE MEETING NOTES THAT TNE 
AMBASSABOR WAS MEETING VI ID AIL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 
AND. THAT THE U.S.'S INTEREST IS NOT WHO WILL VIN THE 
DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. BUT RATHER THAT THE PROCESS BE 
CBNSIITUTIOKAL AND TRANSPARENT. END SUMMARY. 
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THE HEADLINES 

2. AHBASSADBR MET SEPTEMBER 25 VI IH PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE HUGO CHAVEZ AS PART OF A SERIES OF MEETINGS 
WITH All PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES FDR THE ELECIION ID BE 
NELD BECEM8ER 6. CHAVEZ AND THE AMBASSADBR HELB 
SEPARATE INFORMAL PRESS CONFERENCES FBllOVINC THE 
MEETINGS. SAMPLE SEPTEMBER 26 HEADLINES: 'U.S. Hill 
SUPPORT A CONSTITUTIONAL AND DEMOCRATIC VENEZUELAN 
GOVERNMENT: THE U.S. AMBASSADOR ANB (CANDIDATE CHAVEZ) 
AGREE ON THE NEED TO MAINTAIN BILATERAL ANB TRABE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN; BOTH COUNTRIES MAISTO AND CHAVEZ 
SPOKE FDR FOUR HOURS" IS I C -- THE MEETING LASIEB A 
LITTLE MORE THAN THREE)— IHFLDENTIAL NATIONAL LIBERAL 
DAILY 'El NACIONAL"; "HUGO CNAVEZ AFFIRMS GUARANTEES FOR 
FOREIGN INVESTORS •- 'WE VILl RESPEC1 (Hill GOOD RELATIONS 
KITH THE U.S." LEABING CONSERVATIVE NATIBHA1 DAILY 
"EL UNIVERSAL"." "U.S. VOWS ID RESPECT OUTCOME OF 
ELECTION -- CHAVEZ ASSURES HE Witt HONOR ALL THE 
ACGBRDS" - ENGLISH -LANGUAGE DAILY "(HE DAILY JOURNAL". 
WIDELY READ IN THE INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY; 
"ACCORDS WITH U.S. WILL NOT BE ALTERED' - LIBERAL 
NATIONAL DAILY "EL CI 080".' "JOHN MAISTO EXPLAINS 
CARDINAL PDF NTS Of U.S. POLICY 10 VENEZUELAN CANDIDATES' 

AND "CHAVEZ AND JGHN MAISTO SPEND THREE HOURS REVIEWING 
THE CBDHTRY'S ELECTORAL SITUATION" - POPULAR NATIONAL 
BAIL Y IABLOID "ULTIMAS NOIICIAS": "THERE ARE CREDIBILITY 
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PROBLEMS. AND [HEY CHALLENGE THE PBLiriCAl CLASS - 
CANDIDA1ES' STATEMENTS AFFECT DECISIBNS OF (HE 
GOVERNMENT AND BF INVESTORS. U.S. AMBASSADOR JDHN'NAISTD 
AFFIRMS" -POPULAR NATIONAL DAILY "2081". THE MFEdNC 
WAS THE LEAB STORY ON All VENEZUELAN TV NETWORKS FRIDAY 
EVENING, FEATURING EXTENSIVE FOOTAGE OF TNE INFORMAL. 
SEPARATE POST-BREAKFAST PRESS CONFERENCES OF CHAVEZ AND 
THE AMBASSADOR. 
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VIS-A-VIS A VISA 



J. CNAVEZ'S CAMP NAB ANNOUNCED THE BREAKFAST MEETING IN 
ADVANCE. SINCE MANY IN TNE HEBIA HAD BEEN REPORTING THAT 
TNE VISA QUESTION WAS KEY (0 U.S. -CHAVEZ RELATIONS. IT 
HAB BEEN SUGGESTED THAT FRIOAY'S ENCOUNTER WOULD SIGNAL 
A CHANGE IN CNAVEZ'S STATUS. PAGE BNE BANNER HEADLIKE 
IN NATIONAL BAILY "El DIAfilO DE CARACAS' SEPTEMBER 25 
READ, "IN SEARCH OF A VISA - HUGO CHAVEZ BREAKFASTS 
WITH U.S. AMBASSADOR". IN THEIR SUBSEQUENT PRESS 
COHERENCES. HOWEVER. BOTH CHAUEZ AND THE AMBASSADOR 
COULB REPORT THAT THE QUESIIBN Of CHAVEZ'S VISA NEWER 
GAME UP BURING THEIR DISCUSSIONS. 
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4. ALL NEBIA NOTED AMB. HAISTB'S EMPHASIS FHAT THE U.S. 
INTEREST WAS THAT THE DECEMBER ELECTIONS BE FREE> FAIR' 
CONSFITUIIONAl ANB TRANSPARENT. TKEY All ALSO REPORTED 
THAT TNE AMBASSADOR'S MEETING VITN CHAVEZ WAS ONLY ONE 
Of A SERIES Of MEETINGS HE HOPED TO HAVE WITH All 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES. 



THE IMPACT 



5. AMBASSADOR MAISTO' S MEETING WITH CANBIDATE CHAVEZ' 
AND THE SUBSEOUENI MEDIA COVERAGE' HELPED PUT TO REST 
SOME Of THE MYTHOLOGY CBNCERNING TKE U.S. RCLE IN (HE 
UPCOMING ELECT IBNS; 

MYTH NO. ( -- THE U.S. IS ANT I -CHAVEZ. 

IN FACT: MEDIA COVERAGE CARRIED TKE MESSAGE THAT IKE 



U.S. WAS NOT CONCERNED WITH VHB WINS THE ELECTION. BUT. 
INSTEAD. WITH HOW (HE ELECTION IS CONBUCTED. 

HYTH NO. 2 - AMBASSADOR MAISTO'S MfETIHG WITH CHAVEZ 
MEANS THAT THE EMBASSY ASSUMES CHAVEZ IS THE NEXT 
VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT. 

IN FACE: COVERAGE PDINTEO BUI THAT (HE AMBASSADOR PLANS 
(0 MEET WITH AIL CANDIDATES REGARDLESS OF POLl STANDING. 

MYTH NO. 3 - THE MEETING SIGNALED (HAT CHAVEZ WOULD 
RECEIVE A U.S. VISA. 

IN FACT: QUOTING BDTU CHAVEZ AND AMBASSADOR MAISTO, THE 
MEDIA ACCURATELY REPORTED THAT THE VISA QUESTION NEVER 
AROSE. 

6. COMMENT: THE AMBASSADOR'S HEEFING VIIH CHAVEZ. ANO 
THE HIGH UISIRUITY GIVEN TO IT, RELIEVED MUCH OF THE 
TENSION AND UNCERTAINTY THAT HAS BEEN MANUFACTURED ABOUT 
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U.S. - VENEZUELAN RELAT IONS UNDER A POSSIBLE CHAVEZ 

PRESIDENCY. THE QUESTION OF A U.S. VISA fOR CHAVEZ HAY 

COHTIHUE TO BE A CAMPAIGN ISSUE' BUI THE FACI THAT THE 

U.S. HAS NOT CHANCED ITS POSITION SHOULD HO LONGER BE IN 

DOUBT: AT THE SAME TIME. AM8ASSAD0R MAISIO OEUUEREO 

I HE CLEAR AND VI0ELY REPORTED MESSAGE THAT THE U.S. 

EXPECTS NOTHING LESS THAN ABHERENCE TO DEMOCRATIC, 

CONSTITUTIONAL. PRINCIPLES IN THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS AND 

IN THE FOLLOW-ON GOVERNMENT. FINALLY, THE FACT THAT THE 

AMBASSADOR PROPOSES TO MEET VI TH AS MANY OF THE 

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES AS POSSIBLE BELIES THE NOTION 

THAT THE U.S. IS PLAYING FAVORITES, ANO CEMENTS THE FACI 



THAT THE U.S. INTEREST IS IN THE PROCESS, NOT I HE 
CANDIDATES. END COMMENT. 
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